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Advent & Christmas Worship Celebrations 
    

Wednesday night, December 21Wednesday night, December 21Wednesday night, December 21Wednesday night, December 21    
 "Blue Christmas" 

7:00pm  
A Worship Service of Comfort and Hope for the Longest Night of the Year Music                 

by Linda Vanasupa and the Peer Advisory Team of Transitions Mental Health Assn. 
  

Saturday night, December 24Saturday night, December 24Saturday night, December 24Saturday night, December 24    
 Christmas Eve Worship 

5:00pm  
Playful, informal, family-oriented worship celebrating Jesus' birthday with songs, 

games, cake and the re-telling of his birth story by our children. 
  

9:00 pm 
Traditional worship service of carols and candlelighting.  Special music provided by the 

SLOUMC Chancel Choir and Bel Canto Ringers.   
 

Sunday, December 25Sunday, December 25Sunday, December 25Sunday, December 25    
Christmas Day! 
2:00-3:30 pm! 

 Birthday Party for Jesus at Mitchell Park!Mitchell Park!Mitchell Park!Mitchell Park!  Fun for all ages, all people! 
 

Sunday, January 1Sunday, January 1Sunday, January 1Sunday, January 1    
First Sunday of Christmas 

9:30am and 11:00am  
Carols, Covenanting, and Communion With and AT Mt. Carmel Lutheran ChurchMt. Carmel Lutheran ChurchMt. Carmel Lutheran ChurchMt. Carmel Lutheran Church , 

worship includes Wesleyan Covenant Renewal and traditional and  
contemporary music, both services 
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When Advent rolls around each year, I am reminded of a story told by United Methodist pastor 
and author Hugh Prather.  He and his wife Gayle were standing in the almost-empty hall of their 
son’s high school, having just watched him play basketball.   A couple of 8-year old girls came 
bounding down the hall, laughing and having a good time.  However, they incurred the ire of an-
other gentleman standing nearby who angrily yelled out, “NO RUNNING!”  The girls stopped in 
their tracks, shocked and humiliated, and the verve that had been previously overflowing came 
to a halt.  As they walked dejectedly ahead, Gayle, who caught a bigger picture of the situation, 
made sure the upset onlooker was no longer in view as she crept up to the girls and said, with a 
twinkle in her eyes, “No one said  you can’t skip!”  Instantly, the girls looked at one another with 
laughter and joy as they skipped down the hall, probably having a much better time of things 
than if they’d run, not only because they were no longer having to worry about making the mad 
guy madder, but also because skipping is a lot more fun than running, anyway. 
 
 When Advent rolls around each year, it can seem like the main message of the Church, 
crankily uttered over and over again, is: “No celebrating Christmas in the ways that the world 
celebrates it – it’s far too crass and materialistic!”  And so, every time we buy too much, spend 
too much, eat and drink too much, walk through the mall rather than spending time in the pew, 
all we’re afraid the only message we’ll receive is an angry finger-waving from on high because 
we’ve once again messed up.  However, while the crass materialistic pre-Christmas ways of the 
world do harmfully pull us away from the birth of Christ and the “reason for the season,” nobody 
said, in so many words, we couldn’t skip!  And preparing for Christmas with an eye to discover-
ing how much richness and joy can be found without consuming all that stuff and stress  is a lot 
more fun anyway.  . 
  
 This is the message SLOUMC seeks to deliver this Advent.  We’re studying the book by 
UM pastor and author Michael Slaughter:  “Christmas is Not Your Birthday”.  And while that re-
minds us that Christmas is not about indulging ourselves (and our kids) in presents and fancy 
foods and parties and looking to see what the holiday can do for us, that doesn’t mean what we 
do instead – focusing on preparing for Jesus’ birth and what God is doing to help us in this re-
gard – can’t be a lot of fun.  Even more satisfying and deeply joyful than all the busy calorie- and 
price-tag laden to-do’s.  At SLOUMC we want to invite you to the theological equivalent of skip-
ping! 
 
 Both in worship and in small group study, we’ll be looking at the following ways we can 
“Not Birthday-ing Ourselves” this holiday season:  1) by attending to the spiritual gifts we have 
already been given rather than the material gifts we have yet to buy; 2) relishing rather than be-
moaning our imperfections, physical and otherwise; 3) attending to “Jesus’ Wish List”; 4) discov-
ering the joyful party that happens when we live and give like Jesus; 5) committing to the 
dreams Jesus has for his next year of life rather than our own.  Indeed, we hope you will dis-
cover that celebrating Jesus birthday is the best!  Super-fun!! 
 
 Our Christmas celebration this year culminates in a worshipful party at Mitchell Park with 
our friends at Mt. Carmel Lutheran Church.  The whole community is invited and especially 
those who may not have a roof over their heads come Christmas Day.  We’ll begin the New Year 
once again with and at Mt. Carmel (just down the street from SLOUMC), joining with them 
(actually they’ll be joining with us) in an updated version of Wesley’s Covenant Renewal Service, 
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a beloved Methodist tradition where all have the opportunity to recommit their lives to God.  
There is more information about both of these worship experiences elsewhere in the Messenger. 
 
 Even if you are not able to be at church for Jesus’ Advent and Christmas birthday adven-
tures, I hope you will take this theme to heart and enjoy exploring on your own how you can 
make Christmas not your birthday and help others do the same. 
 
 The first thing I’m going to do, rather than shop, is…that’s right…skip!  (Hope it doesn’t 
wreck my knees, though…. I have a body that has already celebrated several years of birthdays, 
both Jesus’ and my own J). 
 
 Happy, joy-full holy-days! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Coming up on Sunday’s in December: 
 
December 4:   Second Sunday of Advent 
    Scripture: Mark 1:1-8 
    “Christmas is Not Your Birthday” continues with a look at John 
    The Baptist, Repentance, and The Joys of Warts, Wounds and Wrinkles! 
 
December 11: Third Sunday of Advent 
    Scripture:  Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
    Jason Sisk, SLOUMC member and seminary student, preaches, and our   
              Bel Canto Ringers and children chimers peal special praises to God 
 
December 18:  Fourth Sunday of Advent 
    Scripture: Luke 1:46b-55 
    “Christmas is Not Your Birthday” continues with a look at Mary, 
    her “Magnificat” and Jesus’ Wish List.  For whom would Jesus 
    shop?  For what?  And with what currency? 
 
December 25: Christmas Day! 
    Birthday Party for Jesus at Mitchell Park! 
    2:00-3:30 pm! 
    Fun for all ages, all people! 
 
January 1:   First Sunday of Christmas 
    Carols, Covenanting, and Communion 
    With and AT Mt. Carmel Lutheran Church 



United Methodist Women's 
CHRISTMAS MEETING AND PROGRAM 
Thursday, December 8, Wesley Building 

10:00 a.m. (note change of time) 
Speaker---Betty Purify 

Co-Pastor of Break Through Ministeries 
 "Sharing Life's Experiences" 

All Women of the Church Invited 
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Holiday Performances at SLOUMC 
The month of December finds SLOUMC hosting holiday performances by several local musical groups: 
 
On Saturday, December 10 at 3:00 p.m. the San Luis Obispo Wind Orchestra directed by Bill Johnson pre-
sents “Sound the Bells” an afternoon of sacred and secular holiday music.  Music from John Williams, Alfred 
Reed and others will be featured:  Sound the Bells, Greensleeves, God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen, Auld Lang 
Syne, And the Mountains Echoed: Gloria!, Allelujah!, Laudamus Te and Holiday Portraits, a sing-along -- bring 
your voices! Tickets range from $12 - $15 (children eight or under are admitted free) and can be purchased at 
the door or placed on hold at Will Call by calling their voicemail number (805) 456-3333. 
 
On Sunday, December 11, the annual holiday concert by the Central Coast Children’s Choir, Illuminations, 
will be held at 6:00 p.m. in our Sanctuary. Experience the magic of the holidays as you listen to children ages 
6-18 sing songs from around the world about light and illumination in various languages.  Directors Beth 
Klemm, Melody Svennungsen, Dr. Thomas Davies, Anne Olson, Cassandra Tarantino and Sarah Broomell 
will conduct the six levels of singers, including San Luis Obispo County’s only Boys Choir. Tickets range in 
price from $8 - $15 and may be purchased directly from the CCCC office by calling 805-464-0443. The con-
cert is recommended for children over the age of five. 
 
On Saturday, December 17th, Agape Church will perform their annual Christ-
mas production in the SLOUMC Sanctuary at 6:30 p.m.  The Agape Praise 
Choir is a vibrant and energetic team of vocalists and musicians that minis-
ter through music for weekly worship services at Agape Church in San Luis 
Obispo, as well as regular performances in the community.  Pulling from 
both Gospel and Contemporary roots, the music style and membership com-
position is a unique expression of diversity on the Central Coast.  Admission 
is free. 
                                                                                                               
Denine Hicks, Events Coordinator 

Become a Member of SLO UMC 
If you are interested in becoming a member of SLOUMC, come to a one-time class to learn more about our church 
and its mission, plus ask questions and get to know others at this point in the journey.  The next class will be held 
Sunday, December 4 at 1:30pm in the Conference Room. Childcare will be provided.  

We enjoyed a very successful All Church Thanksgiving Potluck with approximately 145 attend-

ing.  Many thanks to everyone who helped make the evening so enjoyable.  We especially appreciate 

our Wesley volunteers who received food contributions in the parking lot and brought them into the 

MAC as a convenience for those attending.  

Christmas Caroling 
We will meet in the Wesley Building on Sunday, Dec. 
18th at 4:30 for Christmas Caroling to homebound mem-
bers and friends. This is a wonderful family outing and so 
appreciated by our shut ins and friends. Wear your Santa 
hats and enjoy the fun. More details to follow.   



As we enter the Advent Season and await the birth of our Savior, we are reminded that the end of 2011 
is quickly coming. It’s time to look at the status of our church’s finances and prepare for 2012. 
 
At the October Finance Committee meeting, our Treasurer, reported the following: 
 

 
 
This means that we are $17,101.45 in the red, on the books. The good news is that there is still money 
in the bank, enough to pay the mortgage and meet our monthly obligations and that despite the short-
fall; we have given more than $25,000 in special offerings this year. Yay! 
 
To help us get ready for 2012, let’s finish 2011 strong. Please, if you are able and have not yet done so, 
bring your 2011 annual giving pledge up to date. Please also consider making an additional year end 
gift to the general fund to help support the myriad of programs and missions of our church. 
 
Wishing you a blessed Advent Season. 
Ginny Rodgers, Finance Chair 

  Received to 10/10/11 

Total Income $258,404.54 

Total Expenses $275,505.99 
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Finance Committee 

 

Are you interested in becoming a wedding host/hostess at our 
church? We at SLO United Methodist have a wonderful opportunity to walk with cou-
ples that are preparing to be married.  Welcoming the couple warmly and showing 
them our fabulous facilities prior to their wedding, as well as coordinating the wedding 
service are just a few of the jobs of a wedding host.   If you are interested in inter-
viewing to be a wedding host/hostess, please contact Pastor Jane.  If you have ques-
tions, please contact Kristyn Mitchell who has been acting as our wedding host-
ess.  We hope to have 3-4 wedding hosts in place ready to welcome the 2012 wed-
ding couples. 

Tax-deductible Contributions for 2011 
 
As we approach the end of the year, I want to remind you that all contributions to our church, which you 
plan to include in your 2011 tax deductions, must be received in the church office by December 31 or 
postmarked by that date. The most recent financial statement of your contributions (distributed recently) 
included all gifts made through September 30, 2011.  If you wish to have an update on your contribu-
tions to date, please e-mail or phone me to request a current financial statement.  The financial state-
ment would also include the amounts that you pledged for the three-year capital campaign (2010-2012) 
and the 2011 general fund. 
 
Year-end statements of contributions through Dec. 31, 2011 will be sent to all contributors in January 
2012.                                                                                         Martin Lang, Financial Secretary 



In In In In 
MemoriamMemoriamMemoriamMemoriam 

 
Doretta Takagi 
 Nov. 8, 2011 

 
Frederic McNairy 

Oct. 19,2011 
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Change of date! 

“God Talk” will meet on Thursday, December 15th at 10:30 am in 
the home of Sarah Bower.  We’d love to have you join us for scones and 
coffee….and conversation about God.  Newcomers are always welcome.  
For more information, contact the church office at 543-7580. 

John and Diane St. John are in need of someone who is willing to be a foster family for their cat 
for four months, January through April of next year. Food would be provided as well as $100 a 
month.  Phoebe is a warm and cuddly creature who gets along well with other cats.  Please call 
the church office if you need a 4-month lap-warmer. 

12/1 
12/5 

12/23 
12/29 
12/31 

December 
 Anniversaries 

Richard and Marjory Johnson 
Steven and Kristina Gee 
Dirk and Bonnie Walters 
Roy and Prudy Lovtang 
Kevin and Tracy Van Houten 

12/1 
12/6 
12/6 
12/6 
12/8 

12/14 
12/17 
12/20 
12/21 
12/21 
12/24 
12/25 
12/25 
12/26 
12/28 
12/28 
12/29 
12/31 

December  
Birthdays 

Eileen Spears   
Billie Jo Stimmel   
Dick Pottratz  
Sarah Frederickson   
Mary Ann Newman   
Emily Niebuhr   
Shirley Swoboda   
Charles Jansen   
Helma Smulders   
Susan Fassiotto   
Judy Brummel   
Carol Judd   
Helen Larson   
Erland Dettloff   
Chungsam Doh   
Rose Somogyi   
John Long   
Janice Johnson  

Attendance Attendance Attendance Attendance     
Oct/NovOct/NovOct/NovOct/Nov    

 
 October 30 —156 
November 6 —194 

November 13 — 169 

Youth Ministries 
T minus one month until lift off!!!  Wow, it is December already and we are wrapping up the year of 2011!  
And we all know what December means… Christmas!  And Christmas means lots and lots of… good 
food!  But one thing that we always seem to forget during the holiday season is that Christmas is not 
OUR birthday.  So in honor of food, Christmas, and giving back, our junior high group is going to be serv-
ing treats during intermission for the San Luis Obispo Wind Orchestra that will be performing in the after-
noon on Saturday, December 10th at the church.  As a group, we will then donate the money made to a 
local charity, so that others may be able to experience the Christmas spirit the way God intended. 
 
To go off of that note, we will also be having a little celebration of our own.  A time to be in fellowship with 
one another, relax from school and tests, and play games and eat food.  The time and date of our Christ-
mas party has yet to be determined, but if you are interested in participating and don’t already receive 
emails from me, please send me your email address, and I would be more than willing to let you know 
when our festivities will be taking place.  Call the church office for more information. 

The Lunch Bunch Book Club will meet on Friday, December 2nd at 1:30 pm in 
the Narthex.  We will be discussing Dreams of Joy by Lisa See.  We will not meet on the 4th Friday. I will 
have January’s book Major Pettigrew’s Last Stand by Helen Simonson on Dec. 28th.  Please call the 
church office for more information.   
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United Methodist Children’s Center 
We are happily cultivating our creative spirit at the United Methodist Children’s Center.  With loving guid-
ance and direction from UMCC teachers and volunteer artistic Moms, the children are creating beautiful 
paintings for our Art Calendar.  Each month will feature a painting from one of the classes at UMCC.  The 
calendars will be sold to families, community members and church families to support our scholarship fund.  
Look for order forms in the church narthex.  We are awed by the beauty of the final product and the chil-
dren’s pride in their efforts.   
 
What a delightful group of five year olds make up our Junior Kindergarten class this year!  Their new class-
room (in the former church office) is bright and spacious.  We are grateful to offer this program in the morn-
ing for the first time.   It is a pleasure to observe their joy of learning. 
 
Look for us in San Luis Obispo’s Holiday Parade on December 2nd!  We’ll be walking or riding in decorated 
wagons with Cal Poly musicians accompanying us.   
                                                                                                                                                  Claire & Martha 

 
CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR DRUG COURT FAMILIES  
SLOUMC is invited to give Christmas gifts for the children of drug court families. Choose a gift card from 
our trellis Christmas tree in the narthex on Sunday, November 27th. Purchase an age appropriate gift, at-
tach the gift card and return the unwrapped gift to the narthex no later than Sunday, December 11th. Thank 
you for brightening a young person's life this Christmas season. 
 
 

 
  

Poinsettias for the Sanctuary 
We will again this year be ordering poinsettias to decorate our Sanctuary from Tran-
sitions Mental Health Association.  You may select from red or red glitter (leaves 
have splashes of white).  They are in 6 ½ inch pots and will be $10.00 each. 

Please use the enclosed order form or fill out one in the church 
Sunday bulletin. The deadline is Sunday, Dec. 2nd.  Please re-
spond promptly.  We have already ordered 40 plants (20 of each 
variety) as Transitions deadline was Nov.14.  More will be available if we exceed this 
order.  The plants will be in the Sanctuary for services on Sunday, Dec. 11 and thru the 
Advent season.  

BEACON ART SHOW - NAME THAT THEME!  
The 2012 Beacon Art Show will be held from March 2nd through Easter Sunday. We need a theme for our 
5th annual art show. Submit your creative, spiritual theme suggestions by Sunday, December 15th to Beth 
Mott or the church office. 
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SALVATION ARMY BELL RINGERS 
Our church will be ringing bells at the north entrance of Von's at The 
Marigold Center on Thursday, December 1st and again on December 
8th from 9:45-5:45.  Please come by and support this wonderful or-
ganization and thank our volunteers.                                                              

Widow to Widow Fellowship 
Eleven of our ladies visited the Eufloria Rose Growers on Nov. 
15th.  What a fantastic field trip.  We experienced climates from 
around the country  - green houses with 90% humidity to 36 de-
gree refrigerators.  They grow 85-90 different varieties of roses. 
 
Friday, December 9th will be a trip to The Great American Melo-
drama to see the Holiday Extravaganza at the 4:00 mati-
nee.  We have 12 great seats reserved for the price of $19.00 
each.   We will meet in the church parking lot at 3:00.  Please 
let Jan know if you need help with transportation or do not drive 
at night.  Please RSVP to Jan Wilson asap or call the church 
office.  

Over $8,600 Raised by 2011 Alternative Gift Market 
On November 13 and 20, COSROW presented the 22nd annual Alternative Gift Market.  Many generous 
participants raised $7,084 for mission and justice projects.  A big “thank you” goes to all the “shoppers,” 
the Global Ministries team, and all the volunteers who donated their time and talents to make this event 
a success.  In addition to the following alternative gifts, shoppers bought gifts from Humankind ($1,300), 
Sweet Earth Chocolates ($100) and Equal Exchange Coffee/Tea ($152). 

 
Local Organizations -- $847 
CAP Homeless Svcs ($115) 
Grass Roots II ($65) 
Habitat for Humanity ($197) 
Meals on Wheels ($105) 
People’s Kitchen ($165) 
Women’s Shelter ($200) 
Mission Projects -- $1575 
DR of Congo – Education ($125) 
Macedonia – Christian Ed ($170) 
Mexico – Community Dev. ($500) 
Mongolia – Hospice Care ($225) 
U.S. – Red Bird Medical Clinic ($195) 
Asian Rural Institute ($360) 

UMCOR -- $135 
U.S. – Disaster Relief 
Church World Service -- $355 
Improve a School, 
Jerry Cans, Blankets 
Project Hope & Fairness -- $595 
Rubber Boots, School Tuition 
(including Sewing Project $305) 
Bell Canto Ringers -- $275 
Soldiers’ Care Packages -- $447 
Heifer Project Int’l -- $2150 
Solar Cookers -- $840 
Refugee Camps in Darfur 

Advent Candle Lighters and Readers 
We are looking for candle lighters and readers for the Sunday's in Advent.  Also, we will need someone 
for Christmas Eve. The dates that open are: December 4th, December 11th, December 18th, and Christ-
mas Eve. If interested contact the church office. 
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I often pinch myself when I think about my job. I feel so blessed to work 
with the most amazing students and we constantly get to do fun activities. 
Time flies so fast and I can’t believe that the students’ quarter is ending. 
We spent the last ten weeks focusing on learning about ourselves, as in-
dividuals, and learning about others. 

 
This quarter the Wesley group watched the documentary ‘God Grew 
Tired of Us’ which was about the Lost Boys of Sudan. We discussed the 
situation there, what we learned and what can we do about it. For a ser-
vice project Wesley did yoga on the beach and then helped clean the 
beach up. We are also always looking for ways to serve the community 
and church so please let us know if we can be of service to your family or a cause you believe in. We also 
attended the production of ‘Women Behind the Walls’ by Poetic Justice Project, where all the cast mem-
bers were formerly incarcerated individuals. After the show, the cast came and had dinner with our group 
and we had a dialogue about life and the decisions we make. This made several of our students inter-
ested in helping with a recovery group, so we are searching for ways to be involved. 

 
Wesley group is still in the middle of reading the book ‘The Happiness Project’ by Gretchen Rubin. The 
book is 12 chapters and divided into months, where Gretchen explores a new concept towards happi-
ness. 

 
In the midst of reading the book one student planned a large event, one cooked for the entire group, one 
came up with the idea to have a holiday bake off (guys vs. gals), one went to the beach every week. Who 
knows what we will try with each other in the next few months or what the students will learn about them-
selves. (I happily enjoyed my first failure in the project, by planting a bunch of herbs… none of them made 
it, but I am going to try again. I also started a blog in my website after reading the book, and am so nerv-
ous to write it, but slowly keep making entries.) 

 
We’ve learned so far about: 

January- boosting our energy by going to sleep earlier, exercise, organizing, throwing stuff away,  
           tackle nagging task.  
February- Remember love by not nagging, not expecting praise, to give proofs of our love. 
March- Aim higher by enjoying the fun of failure, asking for help, work hard and enjoy now. 
April- Lighten Up by singing in the am, acknowledge the reality of people’s feelings, be a treasure  
           of happy memories, and taking time for projects. 
May- Be Serious About Play by finding more fun, taking time to be silly, go off the path.  

Wesley Fellowship 

IRA Gift Opportunity 
 
Legislation has been extended through 2011 to allow for a tax-free contribution to SLO UMC from your 
IRA.  If you’re 70½ or older, you can make a charitable contribution directly from your traditional IRA with-
out paying any tax on your IRA withdrawal.  Note that qualified contributions count toward your required 
minimum distribution for this year.  Contact the custodian or trustee of your account to request that the 
transfer be made directly to SLO UMC.  If you have questions, contact Martin Lang or the church office. 

SLOUMC Prayer Tent on December 15 
  
On Thursday night, December 15, the SLOUMC Prayer Tent will once again be part of the Thursday 
Downtown Farmer's Market.  We will be handing out prayer rocks, taking prayer requests, praying, and 
connecting with passers-by.  If you would like to be a part, please contact Pastor Jane. 
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Children’s Ministries 
A Christmas Parable: 
 
Since my earliest recollection, I remember the Christmas story---of God, born as a man in a manger.  That con-
cept escapes some modern thinkers---mostly, perhaps, because they seek complex answers to their ques-
tions.  Here for the cynic and the skeptic and the unconvinced, and for those of us who believe but do not com-
prehend, a simple parable: 
 
The man at the center of this story was not a scrooge.  He was a kind, decent, good man, generous to his family 
and others and upright in his dealings with others, but he just didn't believe all that incarnation stuff which the 
churches proclaim.  It just didn't make sense to him and he was too honest to pretend otherwise.  He just couldn't 
swallow the Jesus story about God coming to earth as a man. 
 
He told his wife, "I am truly sorry to distress you, but I'm not going to church with you this Christmas Eve."  He 
said he would feel like a hypocrite, that he would rather stay at home, but that he would wait up for them.  And so, 
he stayed home, and they went to the midnight service. 
 
Shortly after the family drove away in the car, snow began to fall.  He went to the window to watch the flurries get-
ting heavier and heavier, and then went back to his fireside chair and began to read the newspaper.  Minutes 
later he was startled by a thudding sound, then another and then another, sort of a thump and a thud.  At first he 
thought someone must be throwing snowballs against the living room window.  But when he went to the front 
door to investigate, he found a flock of birds, huddled miserably in the snow.  They'd been caught in the storm, 
and in their desperate search for shelter, had tried to fly through his large landscape window. 
 
Well, he couldn't let the poor creatures lie there and freeze, so he remembered the barn where his children sta-
bled their pony.  That would provide a warm shelter if he could direct the birds to it.  Hurriedly, he put on a coat 
and galoshes and tramped through the deepening snow to the barn.  He opened the door wide and turned on a 
light, but the birds did not come in.  He figured food would entice them in, so he hurried back to the house, 
fetched bread crumbs and sprinkled them on the snow, making a trail to the lighted wide-open doorway of the 
stable.  To his dismay, the birds were too frightened of him to respond, and they continued to flop around help-
lessly in the snow. 
 
He tried catching them.  He tried shooing them into the barn by walking around them, waving his arms.  Instead, 
they scattered in every direction except into the warm, lighted barn.  Then he realized that they were afraid of 
him.  He resigned himself, thinking, "To them I am a strange and terrifying creature.  If only I could think of some 
way to let them know they can trust me, that I am not trying to hurt them, but to help them.  But how?"  Any move 
that he made tended to frighten them, confuse them.  They just would not be led or shooed, because they feared 
him. 
 
"If only I could be a bird," he thought to himself  "and mingle with them and speak their language.  Then I could 
tell them not to be afraid.  Then I could show them the way to the safe, warm barn.  But I would have to one of 
them so they could see, and hear, and understand." 
 
At that moment the church bells began to ring.  The sound reached his ears above the sounds of the wind, and 
he stood there, listening to the bells heralding glad tidings of great joy and he sank to his knees in the snow. 
 
(Author unknown) 
 
 
May this season be full of expectant hope in a God who so loved the world that he entered into the fabric of hu-
man history, in a way we humans could understand.  "How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is given!"   
 
What silent, wondrous gifts of the heart can we bring to our families, communities, preparations, rituals and feast-
ing this Christmas season? 
 
Blessings, 
Melanie Statom 
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Restorative Partners 
    “Healing all those impacted by crime” 
                
Restorative Partners is a new ministry designed to meet 
the needs of those impacted by crime in San Luis Obispo County.  With the recent U.S. Supreme Court ruling to 
release 30,000 prison inmates back into the California local justice systems there is real concern about not hav-
ing an infrastructure to respond to the growing need.   Restorative Partners is being led by Sr. Theresa Harpin, 
Director, who began and coordinated the Get On the Bus program for California Men’s Colony, and grew out of 
her experiences meeting with victims, visiting the incarcerated, talking with law enforcement, probation, social 
services, non-profits and interfaith leaders. 
 
This program envisions an approach to restorative justice that inspires individual and institutional transformation. 
The program’s mission is to heal and transform the lives of those impacted by crime through programs designed 
to develop insight, accountability and compassion.  Goals include educating the community in restorative justice 
practice; partnering with stakeholders for collaborative services and initiating new programs; recruiting and train-
ing volunteers to share their gifts and expertise; and creating a wide base of support to sustain the program. 
 
Restorative Partners’ programs include several new services: 
 
Juvenile Hall:  Music and Art; Mentor Program; Internship with Cal Poly; Expansion of Sunday Worship; Healing 
Touch/Pet Program; Sports, Yoga and Exercise; Job Readiness and Skills: Recovery Issues; Family Conferenc-
ing; Alternatives to Violence; Library Program, Dental Services and JH Staff Support. 
 
County Jail:  Stress Reduction Classes (yoga, centering prayer, meditation); Alternatives to Violence Program, 
Drama and Creative Writing Class, Re-entry Process and Support; Transformative Mediation, Victim Impact Edu-
cation; Recovery Issues and Jail Staff Support. 
 
In the Community:  Victim Awareness, Victim Circle, Restorative Justice Book Study, Participation in County 
Commissions and Committees, Educational Presentations and Panels. 
 
Our Community Supporters and Partners include:  San Luis Obispo Probation and Sheriff's Dept.; Central 
Coast Clergy and Laity for Justice; SLO Ministerial Association, SLO Anti-Gang Commission; Big Brothers, Big 
Sisters, Poetic Justice Project, (AVP) Alternatives to Violence Project; Cal Poly University; Liberty Tattoo Re-
moval/CAPSLO; Restorative Justice Resources, SLO Arts Council; Diocese of Monterey. 
 
Our Needs:  Adults to serve as mentors for Juveniles; Guitar and music teachers; Clergy and lay ministers to 
lead communion and word services; sports program leaders, Healing Touch Pet Program Leaders; Artisans:  
Painting, Jewelry Making, Calligraphy; Facilitators for AVP; Yoga Teachers; Grant Writers, Office Support, and 
$$Financial Support$$ to support all the above programs.  We provide orienta-
tion, training and support for all volunteers. 
 
Please consider volunteering with us and/or making a financial gift to Restorative 
Partners so we can grow the vision of transforming restorative justice in our 
County.  Sr. Theresa can be reached at SisterTheresa@restorativepartners.org.  
Office: 805.788.2325.  Mailing address is 793 E. Foothill Blvd., San Luis Obispo, 
CA  93405. 
 
Submitted by:  Margaret Yun (who will be speaking about this program at our wor-
ship service on 12/4) 
 

Thanks for the New Directory! 
 A big thank you to Katy Reno and Sarah Bower for their leadership in creating our new SLOUMC directory.  Your 
efforts are most appreciated.  As we have so many new folks coming into the church community, it's so helpful 
and important to stay as current as possible.  Thanks again! 



Having a “Blue Christmas”? 
 

We’re here for you. 
 

Please come for a time of song, prayer, sharing,  
comfort and hope at the 

 

San Luis Obispo  
United Methodist Church 
1515 Fredericks Street, San Luis Obispo 

(near Cal Poly, between Grand & Hathaway) 
 

Wednesday, December 21 
7:00-8:00 pm 

 
Reception following 

Bring a snack to share if you like! 
 
“Blue Christmas” is a very informal service of worship for all who are strug-
gling this holiday season.  All faith traditions are welcome.  It will be led by the 
Rev. Jane Voigts. 

 
Questions?  Contact Darryl Elliott at Transitions Mental Health Association (805-540-6579; 
delliott@t-mha.org) or Rev. Jane (805-543-7580; pastor@sloumc.com). 
 
Need a ride?  Let us know that, too. 
 

And please bring friends…. 

 

 



Sprouts Are Springing Up All Around! 
 My radish sprouts (grown from the “Seeds of Hope” packet I received on October 30) are 

irrepressible growers.   Springing up out of the soil in little pots in my kitchen window, they re-

mind me of the many people in this church, giving joyfully and pledging to grow in God’s grace 

this year.  We have heard many stories of God’s amazing grace in the lives of folks like Glen 

Smeltzer, Donna Lawson, Scott Trees, and TJ Trimble, all of whom shared with us during wor-

ship about learning what it means to receive from God, and then multiply that gift several 

times over in service, just like the servants who received the talents from their master in the 

Bible parable. 

 Our adventure in stewardship has taken root and is thriving.  Pledge cards are still com-

ing in from all over our church as we celebrate God’s grace in our lives, and the amazing turns 

ministry has taken.  Can anyone forget the profound experience of praying over the requests 

gathered by the Prayer Tent ministry at Farmer’s Market?  We gathered in small groups during 

worship to pray for individuals we had never met, imagining them wrapped in love wherever 

they happened to be as we prayed over them. 

 We celebrated together over a Thanksgiving feast on November 20.  Photo images of phe-

nomenal ministries hung on the walls around us.  Many of us prayed in the Bell Tower Room 

each Sunday in November, naming the people and ministries of this church one by one for God’s 

blessing and empowerment.  Members of the Seeds of Hope planning group have shared their 

excitement about learning that we have just enough to do what God wants us to do, even as we 

grow our mission to the very edge of our resources.  God does not give so that we can hoard, but 

so that we can transform lives. 

 Remember, though, that our adventure has just begun.  God’s grace in our lives is day-by-

day, and so is our response to God.  We may be sprouts now, but imagine how we will have 

grown 6 months from now, and then a year out!  I for one, intend to ask God for more – in 

money and abilities – so that I can give more.  I am full of hope and anticipation.  Aren’t you?  

As Week Beginnings sang last Sunday, “He who began a good work in you . . . will be faithful to 

complete it!”  (Philippians 1:6) 

 

Giving Thanks for the Phenomenal People of God at SLO UMC, 

 

Susan Richardson (with Lauren Brown and Diane St. John, “Seeds of Hope” Co-Chairs) 
 

New (Old) Bible for SLOUMC! 
In celebration of the 400th birthday of the King James 

Bible, Henry Jones has gifted us with as exact replica 

of this wonderful book. It is on display in the narthex, 

come and check it out!  



We’re on the web 
www.sloumc.com  

The Messenger 
 Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 

San Luis Obispo United Methodist Church 

San Luis Obispo  
United Methodist Church 
1515 Fredericks St.  
San Luis Obispo, CA 93405 
Phone: 805-543-7580  
Fax: 805-543-7579 
 

Non Profit Organization       
  U.S. Postage Paid                       

Permit No. 49                   
 San Luis Obispo, CA 

Children of Abraham  
Interfaith Prayer and Meditation 

Jewish – Christian – Muslim 
  

Monday, December 19, from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. in the SLOUMC Bell Tower Room 
  
Brief readings from each of the faith traditions descended from Abraham will be presented 
followed by periods of silence with the intention of breathing God's spirit of peace and co-
operation into this confused and hurting world. For additional information please call 
the church office at 543-7580. We hope that you will join us for this simple shared expres-
sion of God's love. 


