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Y’All COME! 
ALL-CHURCH POTLUCK AND 

"CONTRA/LINE DANCE"  
Everyone is welcome, 

 young and young at heart! 

Friday Night,  
September 16 at 6pm  

in the  
Methodist Activity  

Center  
(The “MAC”) 

 

Fabulous food, friend-making, fun and easy-to-learn 
 “line dances” for everyone! 
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           It’s “Back to School” time!  You can see it everywhere as kids and families and teachers and 
store clerks gear up for a new season of learning, making friends, trying new things, buying new 
stuff, and, generally, growing.  Especially as I watch the children of our preschool take the leap of 
faith out of their parents arms and into the colorful-and-friendly-yet-frighteningly-unpredictable un-
known of their new classroom, (and the parents take a leap of faith, too, as their children “cut the 
cord” one more increment in doing so), I remember what a significant experience this is of moving 
through fear and into the wonderland of Discovery. 
 
 “Back to School” time is a good time for all of us to think about how important it is for all of us 
to learn, make new friends, try new things, (maybe buy new stuff?!) and, in any case grow.  When 
we learn, we live and when we stop learning, we die.  I’m not sure if there’s an actual adage written 
somewhere claiming this notion, but I’ll stand behind its truth. 
 
 One of the things I’ve been reflecting a lot upon lately is the fact that the tenth anniversary of 
9/11 (2001) is coming up, and the question I’ve been asking myself is, “What have I learned as a re-
sult of that horrific event?  What have the last 10 years taught me?”  Here are a few things I would 
say I have learned: 
 

In a real crisis we reach out to one another more beautifully than at any other time. 
In a crisis we reach out to God more than at any other time. 
There is so much to learn about Islam. 
There continues to be much general hatred of Muslims and fear of Muslim culture. 
There is a huge hunger to learn about Islam and befriend Muslim neighbors so that any 

pangs of hatred and fear can be abated. 
It is frighteningly easy to forget we’re still at war. 
Just about everything about my being a Christian and Christian leader since 9/11 has needed 

to respond in some way to that event. 
 
As I said before, these are just some of my learnings, the thoughts that come in a firstly to 

mind.  What are yours?  They are perhaps quite different from mine.  Certainly we all have learned 
something…and we all wrestle with many questions which remain…. 

 
This September 11 (Sunday), all will have the opportunity come together to reflect, pray and 

learn from one another in a community-wide interfaith worship service to be held at 3:00pm at First 
Presbyterian Church in downtown SLO.  This service is being sponsored by the SLO Ministerial As-
sociation (SLOMA) and Central Coast Clergy and Laity for Justice (CCCLJ).   Several of our civic 
and religious leaders (including all those who led the wildly successful Taste of Islam) will be on 
hand to share their thoughts, memories and hopes.  It promises to be a powerful and poignant op-
portunity for solidarity and discovery – San Luis Obispo at its very best. 

 
But wait, there’s more!  In the several weeks following 9/11, a whole season of learning and 

friend-making will unfold as several interesting, novel and engaging workshops, seminars and com-
munity-building opportunities offered by leaders of the Ministerial Assn and CCCLJ will be offered.  
Anyone and everyone are invited to attend one or more of these special events, too. 

 
The calendar for this “9/11 Season of Remembrance and Hope” is going to include a Middle 

Eastern cooking class led by the wife of the President of the Islamic Society of the Central Coast, 
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and it’s going to take place in our very own SLOUMC kitchen!  That’s Monday night, October 10.  On 
Saturday night, September 24 in preparation for the Jewish High Holidays we’re invited to Congrega-
tion Beth David to participate in a conversation Rabbi Corngold is leading, When the Holocaust 
Made the Front Pages.   There’s going to be a community yoga class, a group Buddhist meditation 
class, and an evening of stand-up comedy where everyone will be encouraged to make fun of them-
selves and their culture!  It’s going to be called The Next Sacred Cow You Tip May Be Your Own 
(yes, this is my idea), and it is going to be held Saturday night October 15 at the Steynberg Gallery. 

 
More on all these workshops, seminars, community-building and LEARNING opportunities will 

be coming in the next issue of the Messenger, on Sunday mornings and on the web (it’s on Face-
book), so please stay tuned.  Please keep this grand, experimental project in your prayers. 

 
And, most importantly, keep your heart and mind open to all the ways our Lord -- who so be-

lieves in the sacredness of education he calls his followers disciples, ie students forever – is seeking 
to teach us about life, love and compassion for this time and place. 

 
Shalom and salam, one and all. 
 
 

 
 

 

Worship in September 
 
September 4:     Matthew 16:13-20    The Peace of Christ and the  
                          Necessity of Faith 
 
September 11:   Matthew 16:21-28 The Peace of Christ and the  
                          Necessity of Forfeit 
 
September 18:   Mark 6:6b-13  For “Kick-Off Sunday”, Pastor Jane re 
                          visits the mission of our church. 
 
September 25:   Meet Molly Stuckey, the new Wesley Fellowship  
                          (College Age Ministry) Director!  She preaches today. 
 
October 2:          Matthew 18:21-35  World Communion Sunday and a  
                          Festival of Forgiveness! 



TIME TO GET THOSE PIPES WARMED UP!! CHOIR 
BEGINS IN SEPTEMBER!! 
 

Once again, we are beginning our rehearsals for the new choir season. Our first get-together 

will be on Wednesday, September 7 at 7 PM in the Choir Room. We'll have a little tea and 

goodies afterwards. We are looking forward to welcoming back old friends and making 

some new ones. You do NOT have to audition to sing in the choir -- you only need a willing 

spirit and time for rehearsals and Sunday mornings. This year we will be focusing on the 

"great texts" of Christianity - the Lord's Prayer, the famous Psalms, the Beatitudes, etc. If 

you have any questions, please call the church office.  
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The Great Volunteer Cleaning event was held on 
Saturday, August 13th.  
The Great Volunteer Cleaning event was held on Saturday, August 13th. During August we cleaned. 
Volunteer support is a blessing that supports our church home. 
 
After almost 3.5 years in our new church building it was time to jump in and clean up and toss out some 
of the old! From the upper level through the lower level in just three hours our magic volunteers stepped 
up and cleaned and dusted from the Sanctuary to the office. Tasks were done from organizing the pan-
try and kitchen to sorting papers and books. Over 200 folding chairs were cleaned, outside staircases 
swept and many more projects were completed. 
 
The Magic Clean Up Team included: 

In addition we want to acknowledge the United Methodist Children’s Center and its volunteers that 
cleaned up the campus area around the UMCC during their Volunteer Work Day on Saturday, August 
20th. 
 
Thank you volunteers, you make a great difference in our church and community. 

Katy Reno 
Ann Grady 
Kit & John Long 
Pat Frey 
Ernie Lawrence 

Judi Carlyle 
Helen Slusher 
Darlene Phillips 
Lauren Brown 
Claire Grether 

John Burdett 
Martin & Barbara Lang 
Robert Armet 
Pastor Jane 
Dave Rau 

 California Pizza Kitchen fundraiser to support the UMC Youth Group Wednes-
day, Sept. 14th all day.  All you have to do is bring in a flier (to be distributed at church) to Califor-
nia Pizza Kitchen on the day of the fundraiser. 20% of the proceeds will go to our youth group. Dine 
in or take out. Take some extra fliers and give to friends and family. 



The Global Missions Board sends a big "THANK YOU" for your generosity to the GYTTE mis-
sion.  SLOUMC has had a covenant relationship for many years with Terry and Muriel Henderson, who 
are the missionaries who founded GYTTE.  This means that we support their salaries through UMCOR 
(United Methodist Committee on Relief).  Your offering in response to the Sanchez' visit will go to sup-
port the work of the mission itself in providing education in sustainable farming, local health providers, 
straw bale building and the other assistance in the teaching of sustainability in this water-poor region of 
Southern Mexico. Your gifts of $1,112.35 will be of tremendous help! For more information on UMC 
Global Missions, go to For more information on UMC Global Missions, go to www.gbm-umc.org.www.gbm-umc.org. 
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Global Ministries 

United Methodist Children’s Center 
UMCC opened on Monday, Aug. 29th with 16 teachers, and over 150 children.  We added a new morn-
ing class, our Jr. K class.  Previously we held this class in the afternoon because of lack of classroom 
space.  However, this year, we’re starting out with our brand new classroom (the former church of-
fice).  It is beautiful!  Please come by and see it. We thank our contractor, J.R. Stitt Construction, 
(Jackson’s dad)  and Steve Haymaker (Lance’s dad) for helping us to make this a reality.  We also 
thank the Wesley Board and the Board of Trustees for having faith in our program.  
 
Our work morning last Saturday was super successful.  Thirteen families helped to spiff up the grounds 
and the interiors of the rooms.  They moved furniture, cut back the bushes in the lower yard, cleaned 
the slope, weeded around the creek, planted strawberries, and swept and washed and cleaned.  In ad-
dition, we had the windows professionally washed, the window blinds washed (42), and the floors 
waxed. 
 
It won’t be long until our golf tournament, Preschool Sunday, the holiday parade, the Rummage sale, 
and our fabulous carnival.  We’ll keep you posted! 
Come visit us anytime,  Martha and Claire 

Emily Miller 
We warmly welcome Emily Miller as the newest 
member of our congregation. Emily has lived in 
San Luis Obispo as long as she can remem-
ber.  She lives with her adopted family—Mom-
Carol, Dad-Les, sister-Kelly, & brother-Noah.   
Emily is in the 7th grade at Los Osos Middle 
School.  She likes sports—especially playing 
goalie in soccer.  You might see her at the early 
worship service spreading joy by playing her 
pink guitar with Week Beginnings! 

Meet Our New Member 



In In In In 
MemoriamMemoriamMemoriamMemoriam 

 
Sally Merriam 

 June 2011 
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 The Lunch Bunch Book Club will meet on Friday, 
September 23rd at 1:30 pm in the Terrace Room.   For September we will 
read and discuss Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls. I will have books on Sep-
tember 1, and will bring copies to church on September 4th.  Questions?  
Please call the church office. 

“God Talk” will meet on Thursday, September 8th at 10:30 am in the 
home of Sarah Bower.  We’d love to have you join us for scones and cof-
fee….and conversation about God.  Newcomers are always welcome.  For 
more information, contact the church office at 543-7580.  
 

9/1 
9/5 
9/9 

9/17 
9/18 
9/26 
9/30 

 

September 
 Anniversaries 

Rich & Dianna Van Houten  
Moon Ja Minn & Paul Suhr  
Keith & Judy Brummel  
Mike & Colette Gunkel  
Chris & Sarah Daly  
Scott & Daisy Thorshov  
Bill & Beth Compton  

9/1 
9/3 
9/4 
9/4 
9/7 
9/9 
9/9 

9/10 
9/11 
9/12 
9/13 
9/13 
9/16 
9/16 
9/17 
9/17 
9/17 
9/17 
9/21 
9/22 
9/22 
9/23 
9/23 
9/25 
9/26 
9/26 
9/27 
9/27 
9/28 

September  
Birthdays 

Janice Somers  
Kay Schattler  
Rebecca Gee  
Janie Holland  
Elizabeth Magie  
Pat Frey  
Alice Starkie  
Lauren Brown  
Judi Carlyle  
Greg Somers  
John Phillips  
Jean Dodds  
Dottie Andoli  
Cynthia Perrine  
Marian Adams  
Abigail Bower  
Henry Jones  
Dianna Van Houten  
Roy Lovtang  
Jane Voigts  
Elsie Steele  
Jean Dettloff  
Gary Bauer  
Aaron Bower  
Dorothy Bentley  
David Grady  
Anne Frederickson  
Fred Andoli  
John Overland  

Attendance Attendance Attendance Attendance     
Jul/AugJul/AugJul/AugJul/Aug    

 
 July 24—145  

 July 31—140 (Picnic) 
 August 7—140 

 August 14—183  
August 21—158  

Congratulations to Rose  
Somogyi who received 

Sweepstakes award and  
a Blue Ribbon at the  

Mid-State Fair in  
July/August for her 

very original birdhouse!  

Thanks for your community support! 
The AIDS Support Network / SLO Hep C Project wishes to thank the congre-
gation of San Luis Obispo United Methodist Church for its ongoing support of 
their Food Pantry.  The most recent donation of 350 pounds of food and 
$350.00 has helped in the ongoing support of clients throughout San Luis 
Obispo County,  In the current economy, support from our faith based com-
munities helps make community services stronger. 
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Pictures from the "Film Festival" held on April 29 

  
  

The United Methodist Women will meet Thursday, September 15th at 
10:30 am for Devotions, Program and Lunch. Betty Sorrentino will  share information 

about "Vitamin D--- Nutrition's Newest Star". Evelyn Baird will give devotional 
thoughts. Women of the church are invited for this time of  study and fellowship.  

For further information call the church office (543-7580). 

Pictures of Worship and Picnic in the Park 

Sunday, September 25 
starting at 2:00pm, St. Stephen’s Church 

2-mile Walk Around SLO Town 

Join Team SLOUMC: 
• Be a walker and raise funds 
• Help with refreshments 
• Sponsor a walker. 

For more information:  
Contact the church office 

or visit www.slofoodbank.org     
Team name: SLOUMC 

Join Team SLOUMC! 
 Your participation in the Hunger Walk will help the Food Bank Coalition 
and the Central Coast Clergy & Laity for Justice raise funds and spread aware-
ness of our mission to help thousands of individuals and their struggling families 
receive the nutritious food that they could not otherwise afford. 
 The Food Bank Coalition helps to feed 40,000  
SLO County citizens each year and 40% are children. 75% of the funds raised 
will directly help our neighbors and 25% will be donated to C.A.R.E Interna-
tional, a non-profit organization dedicated to world-wide hunger relief.  

For every $1 donated, 7 nutritious meals are provided! 
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The San Luis Obispo MINISTERIAL ASSOCIATION 
& 

Central Coast CLERGY & LAITY for Justice 
present 

 

9/11 at Ten: 
 

INTER-FAITH Worship Service 
of REMEMBRANCE and HOPE 

 

on the Tenth Anniversary of SEPTEMBER 11 
 

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 11 
3:00 pm 

First Presbyterian Church  

Corner of Morro and Marsh 
 San Luis Obispo 

 

Mayor JAN MARX  Dr. STEPHEN LLOYD-MOFFETT       Rev. JANE VOIGTS 
 

      Rep. LOIS CAPPS       Rabbi SCOTT CORNGOLD                   Choir of AGAPE 
 

                   Sheriff IAN PARKINSON     Dr. RUSHDI ABDUL-CADER              and more! 
 

 For more information contact  

Rev. Voigts @ 543-7580; pastor@sloumc.com 
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The congregation at SLOUMC is amazing!  We are such a generous group of Christians that every time 
we have a special offering, our members make wonderful things happen.  We raised over a thousand dol-
lars for “GET on the Bus”, more than $3000 for the Wesley mission trip, $2000 for the Japan earthquake, 
more than a thousand dollars during our worship in the park for the “Give Ye Them to Eat” program in 
Mexico, more than $2000 for missionary salary support, and almost a thousand dollars each for Congre-
gation Beth David’s financial crisis and “One Great Hour of Sharing.”    We also contributed more than 
enough for Janice Somers and the Military Parents Group to send 35 packages to soldiers serving in Af-
ghanistan.  Thank you for all of these wonderful contributions. 
 
As the co-chairs of your Stewardship Committee, we are very excited to have a large and enthusiastic 
committee working together studying a Ken Callahan book called Giving and Stewardship in an Effective 
Church and then planning this year’s annual stewardship ministry.  We are discovering that stewardship 
can be fun and an adventure, as well as a spiritual endeavor.  We look forward to giving you more infor-
mation as our committee works toward this goal. 
 
Susan Richardson 
Lauren Brown 
Diane St John 
Stewardship Committee Co-Chairs 

Stewardship 

Save the Date! 
 
The Finance Committee is sponsoring a Stewardship through Estate Planning workshop which will be 
held on Sunday, October 9th, at 12:30. Jan Berentsen, Executive Director of the California-Pacific United 
Methodist Foundation, Inc., will be the workshop leader. Please join us for an informative and helpful 
workshop about wills, trusts and other estate planning documents you need to protect your assets and 
loved ones should you become incompetent or following your death. Lunch will be provided for all partici-
pants. Please contact Ginny Rodgers to reserve a seat. 
 

eScrip Helps Fund the Missions and Work of our Church 
 
In August, we enrolled several more people in eScrip.com. They are now contributing to the work of our 
church through purchases made locally and online. Thank you! Setting up an eScrip account is easy to do 
and doesn’t take long. On Sundays, look for eScrip supporters with laptops to answer your questions and 
help you open an eScrip.com account. Or you can call Ginny Rodgers or Jason Takagi any time for help 
with you’re your questions or for assistance. 
 

Bel Canto Ringers Thank You! On August 14th there was a special offering to sup-
port the Bel Canto Ringers plans to send ringers to either a bell conference or bell camp. A total of 
$692.48 was contributed and the ringers want to thank all of you for your generosity and support. Attend-
ing bell conferences and camps gives the ringers an opportunity to immerse themselves in handbell ring-
ing for days at a time. They come away with new skills, new enthusiasm and a desire to share their gifts. 
Thank you, again, for encouraging our ringers to be all they can be. 

 
Please remember your Church when preparing your estate planning documents. Thank you. 

 

Finance 



Page 10 The Messenger Page 10 

Some comments about VBS from children & parents 
 

Sarah Kramer says, "I want to be a helper next year!" 
 

Jake Kramer says, "Science was cool.  Especially the ice cream." 
 

"I think it is a great program.  The kids have a lot of fun.  I felt great helping with VBS". Kate La Faille 
 

“Marley, Cordell and Audrey loved VBS “Shake It Up”.  They were actually very disappointed when they learned VBS 
was over and they couldn't continue to go every day.  It was a wonderful break for me!!  In all seriousness, I knew 
they were in great hands and having an amazing time. They are also always asking about the "raccoon" and what he 
is doing now!”  Kelly Conover 
 

“I can say that VBS remains one of my daughters' most cherished summer traditions. It is always such a joyful event 
filled with much love, laughter and singing.  It is yet another reason why we feel so grateful to be a part of SLOUMC 
family.” 
 

“Many thanks to you, Jane and all of the other teachers and volunteers who continue to make the program possible!” 
Lesley 

Children’s Ministry 

Many thanks to all those who helped make 2011 Vacation Bible School, “Shake it Up” a truly memora-
ble event to over 40 children in our community.  Our VBS Director, UMCC teacher, Vicki Ann Richard-
son, and her team of enthusiastic teachers Leah Wood, Lila Bhuta, Lori Connelly, Sheri Wilson, Made-
line Daigle, Melanie Statom, Pastor Jane Voigts, puppet master "Scraps" and teen assistants: Elizabeth 
Magie; music leader, and also Jake Kramer, Jake Bauer, Atalie Manning, Jordyn Bauer, Grant Thor-
shov, Kate LaFaillie with special thanks to Sara Kramer, Emily Manning and David Magie. They shared 
their many gifts of service, love and organization to make one fabulous week for our VBS attendees.   
Additional thanks to photographers Bill Richardson and Scott Thorshov, the slide show was fantastic! A 
special thank you to all those involved with snack production! 
 
Blessings to you all! 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
Preparations are underway for our Children's Ministries Kick-off Potluck and Family Contra-Dance, Fri-
day September 16, 6-9 PM in the MAC.  We could use some seasoned potluck organizers for this 
event! If you are interested in helping out, please contact Melanie Statom or call the church office.  
 
SLOUMC's  official 2011/2012 Sunday School Season Kick Off Sunday will be September 18, during 
the 8:50 Worship Service. 
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Service Team 
Communications! We are talking with each other via the internet this year instead of having regular Ser-
vice Team Meetings and we want to share some of our conversation with the entire church. 
 
Who’s a member of the Service Team?  What does each team “branch” do?  I’m not a member but I 
have an idea.  What’s next? 
 
Betty Sorrentino, our Parish Nurse, is a representative from the Visitation Team.  Visitation and card-
sending to those church members who haven’t been to church in awhile is ongoing.  Betty also spear-
heads the flu shot program in the fall, takes blood-pressure readings and is available to answer health-
related questions. 
 
Did you know that John Burdett volunteers to recruit and manage the Overflow from the Maxine Lewis 
Memorial Homeless Shelter from June 1 through June 15?  Last June we used the Methodist Activity 
Center (MAC) for the first time to house families and single women.  Most evenings we housed 25 to 29 
guests, on occasion up to 35.  All of the volunteers for our 15 nights were from our congregation!  We 
used the MAC kitchen for the “watch” on duty and the Terrace Room for the “off-watch” sleeping. 
 
Peace, Bible and Justice (PB & J) led by John Phillips presented a two-session workshop on health 
care issues and options at SLOUMC  in April.  Since then Bob Underwood, John Phillips and Kathy 
Lamoree have been working with a local health care reform activist to present public information ses-
sions on health care issues and options to local faith communities and other organizations that invite 
them to do so. Liz Cofer plans to join the presentation team.  Welcome Liz! 
 
The Widow to Widow group supports members in many ways. Sometimes it has guest speakers.  In 
April members and guests heard a police officer talk about safety issues and living alone.  The group 
toured Las Brisas and had lunch there.  Jan Wilson and the group plan to resume monthly meetings in 
September and look forward to more activities then.  Great to have Jan back in action! 
 
And then there’s more:  Get on the Bus, Habitat for Humanity, Prado Day Center, Global Ministries and 
COSROW with its Hunger Cup! 
 
New ministries are welcome, too.  A “Grandparents” group to benefit those who have either no grand-
parents here OR no grandchildren nearby, will be formed if there is an interest in this service. We will 
match surrogate grandparents or grandchildren as they are available. 
 
Let us know your interests. What ideas do you have? Come and join us!!          Barbara Lang, Convener 

Please join our youth, their families and the youth council in welcoming Hilary Olsen, our new Youth Co-
ordinator.  Hilary is a Cal Poly student majoring in Bio Resource  and Ag Engineering.  She is from Grass 
Valley in Northern California and has several younger siblings.  She is motivated and enthusiastic about 
sharing her love of God and her music with our youth.   
 
Hilary will begin teaching Sunday School on September 11th and will lead a get acquainted afternoon ac-
tivity on September 18th.  Parents will help her in weekly Sunday School classes.  Church members who 
enjoy youth and their energy level are invited to support our youth ministry by sharing your gifts and your 
presence.  Please let Pastor Jane or Claire Grether know if you feel called to this ministry.   
 
Let's all help Hilary feel at home at SLO UMC.   

Youth Ministries 



We’re on the web 
www.sloumc.com  

The Messenger 
 Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 

San Luis Obispo United Methodist Church 

San Luis Obispo  
United Methodist Church 
1515 Fredericks St.  
San Luis Obispo, CA 93405 
Phone: 805-543-7580  
Fax: 805-543-7579 
 

Non Profit Organization       
  U.S. Postage Paid                       

Permit No. 49                   
 San Luis Obispo, CA 

 

A Little More About The Band Playing At The  
Contra/Line Dance... 
The Foggy Bay String Band, plays Old-Timey American Music.  This is the music that predates bluegrass 
and the Civil War, and is commonly used during square dances and contra-dances.  Folks might be familiar 
with the old-time tunes such as Turkey in the Straw, Redwing, and The Girl I Left Behind; these are com-
mon old-time tunes.   
 
We got the name of the band when we were having a jam one early evening on the second floor of Jonas 
and Cammi Richardson's house.  We were looking out the window at 
Morro Bay, which was foggy that evening, when one of the band mem-
bers said, "how about, The Foggy Bay String Band," and the name stuck. 
 
There are six members, including: 
Chris Rose, fiddler 
Jerry James, bassist 
James Bolton, guitarist (and 5-string banjo) 
Gary Atkinson, fiddler (and mandolin) 
Bruce Powers, hammered dulcimer (and guitar) 
Jonas Richardson, 4-string banjoist (and mandolin,  
   guitar, harmonica) 


